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“‘(A) establish a system to assign an indi-
vidualized tracking number for each request
received that will take longer than ten days
to process and provide to each person mak-
ing a request the tracking number assigned
to the request; and” .

(2) at line 23, strike ‘“(C)”’ and insert ‘“(B)”’.

(f) CLEAR STATEMENT FOR EXEMPTIONS.—At
page 8, strike line 19 and all that follows
through the end of the section and insert:

““(A) if enacted prior to the date of enact-
ment of the OPEN Government Act of 2007,
requires that the matters be withheld from
the public in such a manner as to leave no
discretion on the issue, or establishes par-
ticular criteria for withholding or refers to
particular types of matters to be withheld;
or

‘(B) if enacted after the date of enactment
of the OPEN Government Act of 2007, specifi-
cally cites to the Freedom of Information
Act.”.

(g) PRIVATE RECORDS MANAGEMENT.—At
page 13, lines 14 through 15, strike ‘‘a con-
tract between the agency and the entity.”
and insert ‘‘Government contract, for the
purposes of records management.”’.

(h) PoLIicY REVIEWS, AUDITS, AND CHIEF
FOIA OFFICERS AND PUBLIC LIAISONS.—
Strike section 11 and insert the following:
“SEC. 11. OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT INFORMA-

TION SERVICES.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 552 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

““(h) There is established the Office of Gov-
ernment Information Services within the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration.
The Office of Government Information Serv-
ices shall review policies and procedures of
administrative agencies under section 552,
shall review compliance with section 552 by
administrative agencies, and shall rec-
ommend policy changes to Congress and the
President to improve the administration of
section 552. The Office of Government
Infonnation Services shall offer mediation
services to resolve disputes between persons
making requests under section 552 and ad-
ministrative agencies as a non-exclusive al-
ternative to litigation and, at the discretion
of the Office, may issue advisory opinions if
mediation has not resolved the dispute.

‘(i) The Government Accountability Office
shall conduct audits of administrative agen-
cies on the implementation of section 552
and issue reports detailing the results of
such audits.

‘“(j) Each agency shall—

‘(1) Designate a Chief FOIA Officer who
shall be a senior official of such agency (at
the Assistant Secretary or equivalent level).

GENERAL DUTIES.—The Chief FOIA Officer
of each agency shall, subject to the author-
ity of the head of the agency—

‘““(A) have agency-wide responsibility for
efficient and appropriate compliance with
the FOIA;

‘“B) monitor FOIA implementation
throughout the agency and keep the head of
the agency, the chief legal officer of the
agency, and the Attorney General appro-
priately informed of the agency’s perform-
ance in implementing the FOIA;

“(C) recommend to the head of the agency
such adjustments to agency practices, poli-
cies, personnel, and funding as may be nec-
essary to improve its implementation of the
FOIA;

‘(D) review and report to the Attorney
General, through the head of the agency, at
such times and in such formats as the Attor-
ney General may direct, on the agency’s per-
formance in implementing the FOIA; and

“(B) facilitate public understanding of the
purposes of the FOIA’s statutory exemptions
by including concise descriptions of the ex-
emptions in both the agency’s FOIA hand-
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book issued under section 552(g) of title 5,
United States Code, and the agency’s annual
FOIA report, and by providing an overview,
where appropriate, of certain general cat-
egories of agency records to which those ex-
emptions apply.”’

‘“(2) Designate one or more FOIA Public Li-
aisons who shall be appointed by the Chief
FOIA Officer.

GENERAL DUTIES—FOIA Public Liaisons
shall report to the agency Chief FOIA Officer
and shall serve as supervisory officials to
whom a FOIA requester can raise concerns
about the service the FOIA requester has re-
ceived from the FOIA Requester Center, fol-
lowing an initial response from the FOIA Re-
quester Center staff. FOIA Public Liaisons
shall be responsible for assisting in reducing
delays, increasing transparency and under-
standing of the status of requests, and assist-
ing in the resolution of disputes.”’

‘“(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on the
date of enactment of this Act.”.

(i) CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
TION.—Strike section 12 of the bill.

The bill (S. 849) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed.

(The bill will be printed in a future
edition of the RECORD.)

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
REPORT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that during the recess/
adjournment of the Senate, Senate
committees may file committee-re-
ported Legislative and Executive Cal-
endar business on Wednesday, August
29, 2007, during the hours of 10 a.m. to
1pm.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

INFORMA-

———————

APPOINTMENT AUTHORITY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that notwithstanding
the recess or adjournment of the Sen-
ate, the President of the Senate, the
President of the Senate pro tempore,
and the majority and minority leaders
be authorized to make appointments to
commissions, committees, boards, con-
ferences or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses or by
order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

GOLDEN GAVEL AWARD

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have been
informed the Presiding Officer has re-
ceived something I have never gotten
in all the many years I have been in
the Senate, the Golden Gavel Award.
For those who are listening, it is given
to those people who preside 100 hours,
and you have done that. That is tre-
mendous. It is only July, but it shows
what a workhorse the Senator from
Rhode Island is. There is no better in-
dication than that—presiding. Of
course, we will present this award to
Senator WHITEHOUSE in the first caucus
we have in September.
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On this, the most important legisla-
tion we dealt with today, FISA—no one
worked on it any more than you. The
hours you put in on that, well past
midnight—you were the talk of the Ju-
diciary Committee. Even though you
are a junior member of that com-
mittee, your experience as attorney
general and as a U.S. attorney, doing
all the good things you have done, cer-
tainly qualified you, and people looked
to you for guidance on that most im-
portant piece of legislation.

I say to my friend from Rhode Island
how fortunate we are to have you in
the Senate.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF TEVI DAVID TROY
TO BE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to
executive session, that the Finance
Committee be discharged from the
nomination of Tevi David Troy to be
Deputy Secretary of Health and Human
Services; that the nomination be con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table, that any statements
be printed in the RECORD, the President
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action, and the Senate then return to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nomination was considered and
confirmed, as follows:

Tevi David Troy, of New York, to be Dep-
uty Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
1ces.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate returns
to legislative session.

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 4, 2007

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it stand
adjourned until 12 noon, Tuesday, Sep-
tember 4; that on Tuesday, following
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, and
the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day;
that there then be a period of morning
business until 1 p.m., with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, and that the time be
equally divided and controlled between
the leaders or their designees; that at 1
p.m. the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of Calendar No. 207, H.R. 2642,
the Military Construction/Veterans Af-
fairs appropriations.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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